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Healthcare Policy
Kennebec County in the state of Maine is led by five representatives that include three county commissioners, one county administrator, and one assistant county administrators.  Citizens elect all the county officials within the four districts, and each district presents a single commissioner to sit in the county council. These officials are charged with the formation of regulations that govern different sectors of the county. The number of representatives establishes a quorum of debate and ensures that all matters are voted democratically after public participation. Most of the policies and regulations are then passed to the state legislature for approval and are even adopted to other counties within the state. All the representatives must be present when an organization or individual is making a policy recommendation, and they give further advice on the issue. Numerous committees are mandated to oversee policies before they reach the voting stage in the county government. All health policy proposals must be presented to the health committee that is constituted of relevant healthcare representatives from the county overseen by their superiors from the state government. The role of the state healthcare officials is to ensure that the policies to be set in the county do not contradict the existing healthcare laws and policies in the state and federal governments. The number of officials in the committee is not definite, but the attendees have to be invited at the debating stages. Preliminary stages are open to the public for the whole process to be transparent. Public participation is key to ensuring that the policy faces less criticism and resistance during the implementation process.
I would be glad to present my healthcare policy to the board because it has dedicated itself to improving the healthcare standards in the county. Fundamental facts are presented in the healthcare committee to ensure that all loopholes are sealed before the policy suggestion reaches the principal officials in the county government. The role of the committee is to broaden the research of the policy and ensure that all outcomes after the implementation are factored in the equation. Relevant information may be added, or irrelevant information may be subtracted from the suggestions. In this stage, other committees are consulted, and a level of partnership is fostered. For example, the finance docket may review the policy to ascertain its economic sense and the amount of money that may be required to fund the execution. This decision is referenced to the amount of money in the county coffers. 
There are three outcomes from such committees, the policy may be rejected, it may be accepted to proceed to the next stage, or it may be kept pending for further recommendations and research. Lack of finances may also cause the policy to be held pending. Kennebec County has five commissioners that oversee the process and vote for or against the presented policies. Once approved by the health committee, a request for presentation comes through the office of the assistant county administrator, who informs the presenters on the available dates based on the county calendar. All the five officials must be present, and experts in healthcare must be present to ascertain the need and practicability of the proposed policy. The decision is made through a vote of the county officials after deliberations if the policy was unclear. At this stage, the commissioners hope that all the relevant facts have been filled in the committee stages, and it only bases the vote on the extent of benefit the policy has on the county population.  
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